A letter from the Austrian Embassy

Address by Johannes Wimmer, Director of the Austrian Cultural Forum London and Cultural Counsellor of the Austrian Embassy, on the occasion of the Grand Opening of the UK’s Longest Community Mosaic in Kingston upon Thames

Friedensreich Hundertwasser, the Austrian artist, in whose spirit this wonderful community mosaic was designed and made, took great interest in many of the most pressing questions of our time.

He vehemently championed a more peaceful world and more humane ways of living. 

The outrageous and atrocious attacks against innocent people in London on 7 July reminded us in an utterly painful way how violence perpetrated by a few can shake the peace of many. All the more, a glance at Hundertwasser’s joyful and compassionate creativity, his gentle, yet determined and sometimes provocative manner, may give us hope and strengthen our resolve in confronting brutality and destructiveness.               

Hundertwasser also hoped that human beings would be able to live with one another in greater harmony by treating their natural environment with greater care and also by being granted greater freedom in creating environments for themselves.  

He, therefore, favoured an egalitarian and democratic approach to the arts and to architecture. In his manifesto on Window Dictatorship and Window Rights he demanded that “(a) person in a rented apartment must be able to lean out of his window and scrape off the masonry within arm's reach. And he must be allowed to take a long brush and paint everything outside within arm's reach. So that it will be visible from afar to everyone in the street that someone lives there who is different from the imprisoned, enslaved, standardised man who lives next door.”

I trust that Friedensreich Hundertwasser would have been delighted to see this community mosaic which in many ways reflects his philosophy. On behalf of the Austrian Embassy and the Austrian Cultural Forum, I should like to congratulate the Save the World Club on this great initiative and Karen Parry, her team and all of you, children, students, families, people of the community, who put this beautiful and impressive work of art together, piece by piece. I would also like to convey our appreciation to all institutions and sponsors involved. Last but not least I would like to convey our congratulations to the Royal Borough of Kingston on their support for this truly outstanding community project.

May this mosaic be a source of inspiration, harmony and joy for the community and everybody who comes along! 

Johannes Wimmer, 8th July 2005
